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PRESS STATEMENT. ' 
FROM: A.L.P. SHADOW MINISTER OF TRANSPORT (MR. VIRGO) 
SUBJECT: TRANSPORTATION. 
The L.C.L. Government's policy on transportation was 
antiquated, narrow-minded> and stubborn, and was already the 
cause of worry to pensioners, children and the poor, the 
A.L.P. Shadow Minister of Transport (Mr. Virgo) claimed today. 
In his first major attack on Government transport policies since 
becoming a Shadow Minister, Mr. Virgo said that the present 
Government was dumping public transport planning and thinking 
only of private transport for the metropolitan areas. 
"It is this sort of backward planning that has turned a number 
of American cities into huge arenas for traffic snarls," he 
said. 
"Since taking office the L.C.L. Government has both cut public 
transport services and done nothing to make what services are 
left more flexible. 
"People, as a result, are turning in greater numbers to private 
transport, and so when public transport losses increase more 
service cuts are made. 
"It's a vicious circle the L.C.L. Government has done nothing 
about. 
"Apart from unnecessarily jamming highways with hundreds of 
extra cars, the situation hits those people without private 
transport, especially pensioners, students and people on low 
incomes. 
"Already some American cities are finding they have hundreds o^ 
such people confined to their' immediate- and restricted 
neighbourhoods." 
Mr. Virgo said the only major expansion the South Australian 
Railways had made in the metropolitan area since 1915 bad been 
to establish a small spur line to Tonsley Park for Chryslers. 
He said that the highly unpopular M.A.T.S. Scheme had made a 
number of recommendations about public transport, but all are 
based on public transport assuming a declining role. 
"That is rubbish. 
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"Already American and European cities are turning to 
developming new forms of public transport in aneffort to 
get out of the dead-end situation uncontrolled use of private 
transport has landed them in. 
"Today there are emerging in research establishments a vast 
number of new transit systems, all of which will provide fast, 
comfortable and convenient means of travel. 
"Adelaide is still in the fortunate position of being able to 
choose whether it will develop these new and exciting transit 
systems, or destroy its beauty wi£h mile after mile of M.A.T.S. 
freeways. 
"We are now at the crossroads, and the way the L.C..L.. Government 
has planned things, Adelaide could become another Los Angeles, 
choked with freeways, cars, and carbon monoxide.". 
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